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who demanded subsidies to found schools where education would be geared to their own religious beliefs, and the liberals who demanded support for public schools, not based on any particular religious denomination. At the same time the battle fought by the socialists for an enlargement of voting rights resulted in a separation of political parties. The third battle focused on the amelioration of the rights of the working class. The agreement reached entailed the granting of subsidies for religious and public education, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the granting of voting rights to all men (not just the upper class) in 1918 along with proportional representation of political parties in Parliament in accordance with the number of votes acquired by each party.
The Dutch debate on gender politics involves the restructuring of natural constituencies or political fault lines along lines of support for or against same sex relationships and calls for the emancipation of women. This way of dividing society was capitalised upon by politicians who broke with the traditional rules of Dutch consensual politics by demanding specific changes in society unrelated to the party to which they belonged or the kind of group they were thought to represent in Dutch society.
Dutch Engagement in the First Gulf War
The Gulf War of 1990-1 marked a change in Dutch defence policy. It was the first time since the Korean War in 1950 that the Netherlands had participated in a war. According to several commentators, the outspoken pro-American point of view that was adopted in the Netherlands was different from the view adopted by the other Western European countries. The war against Iraq met with little resistance from the Dutch peace movements. The Dutch policy in the period preceding the First Gulf War is characterized by ad hoc decisions.
2 However, with the ultimatum to Saddam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait by 15 January 1991 drawing closer, it became necessary for the Dutch government to take a position on the approaching war. In this period there could be no doubt that the Netherlands embraced the United States policy. On January 8, 1991, the Dutch government announced that the Dutch fleet would be put under American command and defend the American fleet when the war started. A request on behalf of Turkey to send Patriot air defence was met by the Dutch government. Ibid., pp. 90-100.
